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When Persecution Comes
Acts 19:23 - 20:1
Introduction:

I. The Reason for the Riot – 19:23-34
A. The Objection of the Craftsmen – 19:23-27
1. Their Riches Threatened – 19:23-25

“And ﻿﻿about that time there arose a great commotion about ﻿﻿the Way. ﻿For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of ﻿﻿Diana, brought ﻿﻿no small profit to the craftsmen. ﻿ He called them together with the workers of similar occupation, and said: “Men, you know that we have our prosperity by this trade.”
Just before this, verse 19, the Ephesians believers had burned their pagan books of magic. Considering the price of the lot, [50,000 pieces of silver] there must have been idols mixed in with the books.
In verse 25 all of this affected the union of the silversmiths. Demetrius got them all together to see what they were going to do about it. 
2. Their Religion Threatened – 19:26-27
“Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that ﻿﻿they are not gods which are made with hands.”
It is not recorded here by Luke, but Paul had evidently preached here, as he did at Athens, any idols made with hands are not really Gods. The true God is not made with hands. This was a threat not only to their riches, but also to their religion. Paul was saying that Diana is not a God or god – she is nothing. 
So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be despised and ﻿﻿her magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worship.” 

If the religion goes down, the temple goes down and the silversmiths go down. Then as now, people vote their pocketbooks.
B. The Commotion of the Craftsmen – 19:28-34
1. How it Started – 19:28
Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and cried out, saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 

Every political movement has to have a slogan.
“Tippecanoe and Tyler too” – 
“5440 or fight” -  
“I like Ike”-
“I am not a crook”- 
“yes, we can”
“Taxed enough already”
People chant with a glazed look in their eyes and then they remember that slogan when they go into the voting booth. This chant worked so well that the whole city was in confusion.

2. How it Swelled – 19:29-34
a. The Arrest of Paul’s Friends – 19:19:29
“So the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord, having seized ﻿﻿Gaius and ﻿﻿Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel companions” 

Gaius and ﻿﻿Aristarchus are not mentioned in Acts until this point.
Here we learn that they were Paul’s traveling companions. We learn in Acts 20:4 that:
 “Aristarchus was of the Thessalonians, and ﻿﻿Gaius of Derbe,” 



 Aristarchus was in prison with Paul in Rome (Col. 4:10)
b. The Attempt by Paul to Fight – 19:30-31
“And when Paul wanted to go in to the people, the disciples would not allow him. Then some of the ﻿﻿officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him pleading that he would not venture into the theater.”
Paul was no coward. He would not allow others to take brunt of the rage which was aimed for him. The disciples would not allow it.
And, strangely enough, the officials of Asia (Ἀσιαρχῶν), they were not caught up in the frenzy. The more educated people were not swayed by the religious opinions and hysteria of the masses. They saw that the pagan religion was morally bankrupt.
On the other hand, the Jewish religion had some aspects that were repugnant to the Gentiles. Paul had made friends among these more educated Asians.
c. The Arrogance of Paul’s Foes – 19:32-34



1). Their mob-like character – 19:32
Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for the assembly was confused, and most of them did not know why they had come together. 


In this typical mob no one knew or really cared about why they were there. It was one way to put a little excitement into their otherwise drab life.


2). Their mechanical chant – 19:33-34
“And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And ﻿﻿Alexander ﻿﻿motioned with his hand, and wanted to make his defense to the people.”
When Paul was in prison in Rome, he wrote to Timothy in Ephesus warning him to beware of Alexander, the coppersmith, who did me much evil.
In I Timothy he also mentions an Alexander who made shipwreck of the faith. Paul “handed him over to Satan for judgment” (1:19-20), this could easily be the same person.
“But when they found out that he was a Jew, all with one voice cried out for about two hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 

A Jew was no more acceptable than a Christian. The first 2 commandments forbid idols. So there was about two hours of chanting,
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”

“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”

II. The Ruin of the Riot – 19:35-42
A. A Word of Correction – 19:35-39

1. The City Clerk Praised Diana – 19:35-36
“And when the city clerk had quieted the crowd, he said: “Men of Ephesus, what man is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple guardian of the great goddess ﻿﻿Diana, and of the image which fell down from ﻿﻿Zeus? ﻿Therefore, since these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash.”
The city clerk was not just a secretary, he was the chief executive officer, like city manager. His point was that everyone knows that the Ephesians are the guardians of the great goddess Diana.
No one can deny that. You don’t have anything to prove. So shut up!

2. The City Clerk Pinpointed Demetrius – 19:37-39
“For you have brought these men here who are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of ﻿﻿your goddess.”
These men have neither robbed your temple nor blasphemed your goddess. They are not the problem here.
Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a ﻿﻿case against anyone, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be determined in the lawful assembly. 

Demetrius needs to make his case lawfully, through the courts.
B. A Word of Caution – 19:40-41
“For we are in danger of being ﻿﻿called in question for today’s uproar, there being no reason which we may give to account for this disorderly gathering.” And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.”
Ephesus was a free city by the grace of Rome. If the leaders can’t control the people, Rome will come in and revoke that status and we will lose our freedom. Then, he dismissed the assembly, “ἐκκλησίαν”.
III. The Result of the Riot – 20:1
“After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, and ﻿﻿departed to go to Macedonia.”
A. He Parted with His Friends 

Paul wanted to leave and this incident gave him further impetus. He embraced them and departed for Macedonia.
B. He Pursued His Plans 

His six-month plan was about to be fulfilled as he headed for Macedonia.
While he was in Ephesus Paul had written an earlier epistle (not a part of our canon) {I Cor. 5:9}, He had also made a visit to Corinth (not recorded in Acts) (See II Cor. 12:14:13:1) He had also written I Corinthians and sent it by Titus.
This segment of the third missionary journey is covered briefly by Luke. 2 Corinthians 2:12-13; 7:5-7 gives further information about Paul’s stop at Troas for evangelistic purposes and of his desire to see Titus for a report on the Corinthian church. 
Subsequently Paul went to Macedonia (cf. Acts 19:21), met Titus, and wrote 2 Corinthians. 
Conclusion:

